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Sunday September 7th, 2014
Sunday before Holy Cross. The Forefeast of the
Nativity of the Theotokos. Sozon the Martyr.
Kassiani the Hymnographer.Euodos and
Onesiphoros, Apostles of the 70. John the Won-
derworker of Novgorod
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The Apolvtlklon of the Forefeast of the Theotokos
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O Lord, save your people and bless your inheritance.

Verse: To you, O Lord, I have cried, O my God.
St. Paul's Letter to the Galatians 6:11-18
BRETHREN, see with what large letters I am writing to you with my own hand. It is those who
want to make a good showing in the flesh that would compel you to be circumcised, and only
in order that they may not be persecuted for the cross of Christ. For even those who receive cir-
cumcision do not themselves keep the law, but they desire to have you circumcised that they
may glory in your flesh. But far be it from me to glory except in the cross of our Lord Jesus
Christ, by which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. For neither circumci-
sion counts for anything, nor uncircumcision, but a new creation. Peace and mercy be upon all
who walk by this rule, upon the Israel of God. Henceforth let no man trouble me; for I bear on
my body the marks of Jesus. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brethren.
Amen.
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The Gospel of John 3:13-17
The Lord said, "No one has ascended into heaven but he who descended from heaven, the Son
of man. And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of man be lifted
up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. "For God so loved the world that he
gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. For
God sent the Son into the world, not to condemn the world, but that the world might be saved
through him."



Nativity of the Theotokos

In addition to the celebration of the Annunciation,
there are three major feasts in the Church honoring
Mary, the Theotokos. The first of these is the feast of
her nativity which is kept on the eighth of Septem-
ber.The record of the birth of Mary is not found in
the Bible. The traditional account of the event is tak-
en from the apocryphal writings which are not part
of the New Testament scriptures. The traditional
teaching which is celebrated in the hymns and verses
of the festal liturgy is that Joachim and Anna were a
pious Jewish couple who were among the small and
faithful remnant-“the poor and the needy”-who were
awaiting the promised messiah. The couple was old
and childless. They prayed earnestly to the Lord for a
child, since among the Jews barrenness was a sign of
God’s disfavor. In answer to their prayers, and as the
reward of their unwavering fidelity to God, the elder-
ly couple was blessed with the child who was des-
tined, because of her own personal goodness and ho-
liness, to become the Mother of the Messiah-
Christ.Your nativity, O Virgin, has proclaimed joy to
the whole universe. The Sun of Righteousness,
Christ our God, has shone from you, O Theotokos.
By annulling the curse he bestowed a blessing. By
destroying death he has granted us eternal life.
(Troparion)By your nativity, O most pure virgin, Jo-
achim and Anna are freed from barrenness; Adam
and Eve from the corruption of death. And we, your
people, freed from the guilt of sin, celebrate and sing
to you: The barren woman gives birth to the Theoto-
kos, the Nourisher of our Life. (Kontakion)The fact
that there is no Biblical verification of the facts of
Mary’s birth is incidental to the meaning of the feast.
Even if the actual background of the event as cele-
brated in the Church is questionable from an histori-
cal point of view, the divine meaning of it “for us
men and for our salvation” is obvious. There had to
be one born of human flesh and blood who would be
spiritually capable of being the Mother of Christ, and
she herself had to be born into the world of persons
who were spiritually capable of being her par-
ents.The feast of the Nativity of the Theotokos,
therefore, is a glorification of Mary’s birth, of Mary
herself and of her righteous parents. It is a celebra-
tion as well of the very first preparation of the salva-

tion of the world. For the “Vessel of Light,” the
“Book of the Word of Life,” the “Door to the Ori-
ent,” the “Throne of Wisdom” is being prepared on
earth by God himself in the birth of the holy girl-
child Mary. The verses of the feast are filled with
titles for Mary such as those in the quotations
above. They are inspired by the message of the Bi-
ble, both the Old and New Testaments. The specific
Biblical readings of the feast give indications of
this.At the Vespers the three Old Testamental read-
ings are “mariological” in their New Testamental
interpretation. Thus, Jacob’s Ladder which unites
heaven and earth and the place which is named “the
house of God” and the “gate of heaven” (Genesis
28:10-17) are taken, to indicate the union of God
with men which is realized most fully and perfectly-
both spiritually and physically-in Mary the Theoto-
kos, Bearer of God. So also the vision of the temple
with the “door ‘to the East” perpetually closed and
filled with the “glory of the Lord” symbolizes Mary,
called in the hymns of the feast “the living temple of
God filled with the divine Glory.” (Ezekiel 43:27-
44:4) Mary is also identified with the “house” which
the Divine Wisdom has built for himself according
to the reading from Proverbs 9:1-11.The Gospel
reading of Matins is the one read at all feasts of the
Theotokos, the famous Magnificat from St. Luke in
which Mary says: “My soul magnifies the Lord and
my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour, for he has re-
garded the low estate of his handmaiden, for behold,
henceforth all  generations will call me
blessed.”(Luke 1:47)The epistle reading of
the Divine Liturgy is the famous passage about the
coming of the Son of God in “the form of a servant,
being born in the likeness of man” (Philippians 2:5-
11) and the gospel reading is that which is always
read for feasts of the Theotokos- The woman in the
crowd glorifies the Mother of Jesus, and the Lord
himself responds that the same blessedness which
his mother receives is for all “who hear the word of
God and keep it.” (Luke 11:27-28)Thus, on the feast
of the Nativity of the Theotokos, as on all liturgical
celebrations of Christ’s Mother, we proclaim and
celebrate that through God’s graciousness to man-
kind every Christian receives what the Theotokos
receives, the “great mercy” which is given to human
persons because of Christ’s birth from the Virgin.



with school supplies for needy
families attending 1.S. 384. You

can drop off supplies to the

Church office on Sundays or

during the week!

Please contact the church office if you have any questions.

Church Office: 718-624-0595
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Please join us on
Wednesdays at 7:00pm
Beginning September 17




The Philoptochos Society of
Saints Constantine and Helen Cathedral of
Brooklyn

Cordially invites vou to its Annual

AUTUMN LUNCHEON
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Sunday, October 12, 2014

12 Noon at
Dyker Beach Golf Course

1030 86 St., Brooklyn, NY 11228

Don't miss an afternoon of fellowship, great food, and fabulous
prizes!

Donation: $65 for adults, $30 for children 12 and under
For reservations kindly contact the church office at 718.624.0595

SIS SCENS



